HOME IS WHERE

THE ARCH IS!

Woolly Mammoth Stitch Works CIC was commissioned by
St Laurence Church to run this community heritage and stitch
project as part of their Northﬁeld Revealed project.
Woolly Mammoth Stitch Works is a Birmingham-based social
enterprise on a social mission to stitch Birmingham's communities
together through creative fun and shared purpose to build a
connected, content, and colourful city.
www.woollymammothstitch.works
Published December 2020.
The Northﬁeld Revealed project continues beyond the arch.
Why not discover more about the history of Northﬁeld using the
Heritage Walking Trails?
Look out for events coming up in 2021. For further details please visit
www.stlaurencenorthﬁeld.org/northﬁeld_revealed

Home is where the arch is! was funded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund.

HOME IS WHERE
THE ARCH IS!
190 tapestry bricks have been stitched by
162 residents from Northﬁeld and
surrounding areas to create an amazing
arched-artwork for Northﬁeld in 2020.
The tapestry bricks have been inspired
by the stitchers' own connections to,
and memories of, the area; its heritage,
buildings, green spaces and lived
experiences during 2020. Much of the
stitching took place during the ﬁrst
COVID-19 national lockdown.
As well as contributing to the artwork,
project collaborators have written
postcards to future residents of Northﬁeld
in 2120.
Their words capture the spirit of 2020,
documenting contemporary life in
Northﬁeld, sharing memories of times past,
and oﬀering messages of hope
for what remains in the future.
This publication is a record of all the
tapestry bricks contributed to the artwork
and a community history archive for 2020.
A huge thank you to everyone who has
contributed.
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The life-size tapestry
arch is inspired by
the original 850year-old Norman
archway at St
Laurence Church,
Northﬁeld, the oldest
piece of architecture
in Birmingham.

Life in Northfield 2020 has
been strange. Lock down
has meant spending most
of the time in the local
area. Not being able to go
anywhere has given us the
opportunity to explore the
area and discover what is
going on in the community.
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Stitched by William.
Inspired by me, litter picking in the
woods.

Stitched by Ruth.
Inspired by a cottage from the row of nail
makers' cottages on Church Hill. There is a
silver lining in the cloud in the hope for
better days in 2021.
Stitched by Cheryl.
Inspired by the rainbow colour as a thank
you to the NHS.

Stitched by Pat.
Inspired by Northﬁeld Library.

Stitched by Bryoney.
Inspired by growing up next to Ley Hill
Park and the many happy memories I
have of playing here as a child. I think
people sometimes forget how many
lovely green spaces we have in
Northﬁeld!
Stitched by Alison.
Inspired by the Quaker Friends Meeting
House in Northﬁeld.
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Stitched by Jill.
Inspired by love. A celebration.

Stitched by Sharon.
Inspired by remembering the pick 'n mix,
buying records with my ﬁrst wages. I was
very sad when Woolworths closed.

Stitched by Roy.
Inspired by green land, dark blue water,
light blue sky, cross faith, gridiron,
martyrdom, butterﬂy, rebirth.

Stitched by Janet.
Inspired by the 'Places of Welcome'
scheme that St Laurence Church joined
two years ago. The church has been open
every Saturday for many years.

Stitched by Catherine.
Inspired by green spaces.

Stitched by Issac.
Inspired by sunrise.
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Stitched by Ruth.
Stitched by Kay.
Inspired by my son learning to swim at the Inspired by St Laurence ten bells which I
newly built Northﬁeld Leisure Centre,
ﬁrst rang about 30 years ago.
having fun and learning a life skill.

Stitched by Anne.
Inspired by the rainbow arches displayed
on notices and posters during the 2020
Covid-19 pandemic.

Stitched by Jenny.
Inspired by the harvest of the earth, the
crops and ﬂowers that the land has
produced.

Stitched by Helen.

Stitched by Sarah.

Stitched by Felicity.

Stitched by Gurdial.
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DEAR FUTURE
RESIDENT
2020 was a crazy year. It
started off with London
fireworks. We all thought
this would be a great
decade. Then a famous
basketball player died,
then Donald Trump said
there was to be WWII,
Covid-19 and BLM.
Northfield in 2020 is lovely,
especially Cosy Coffee!

I hope Northfield in 2120
is a vibrant, thriving
community. Are you
learning about how life
has changed in the last
100 years? What has
changed and what has
stayed the same? Look
after each other.

Northfield is a
very diverse
place to live.
Lots of places
to eat and
drink.
Happy 2021.
Stay safe. Take
care. Be Kind.

Tell the children about this project for the
church arch, about how the Covid virus 2020
had an impact on Northfield and the rest of
the UK and the world and how badly it was
handled by the Government of the UK.

I hope that Northfield in 100 years time
will still contain some of its old world
charm, especially its wonderful buildings
and of course, St Laurence Church, of
which we are so proud to be a part of. You
can feel the history when you walk
around the churchyard.
Look to the future. Learn from the past.
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The only residents on the
Bristol Road during FebApril were birds. The whole
area was on lockdown due to
Covid-19. Children: there is
only one race, the HUMAN
race.

I have lived in Northfield and the borough of Northfield
all my life - it is a great place to live. My family has
attended St Laurence Church and schools and have many
happy memories of St Laurence through our generations.
My childhood bedroom overlooked the churchyard. I
used to pick wild flowers to put on the older graves that
no longer had any visitors. I now also visit my sister there.
I hope you have had a good time living
in Northfield. In the 70 years I have
lived here it has changed from a
village to a town.
Stitching the tapestry brick for St
Laurence Church archway has
been a special experience, as it has
been done while living through a
pandemic (Covid-19). Our life has
been and is very different to how it
was and has changed us all.

Please continue to look after
Northfield and preserve its history
I hope the St Laurence Church arch
is still standing - that will mean it's
950 years old now. Wow!!
Be kind to each other.
I hope you enjoy living here as
I have for 9 years.

Learn about what Northfield people did to
help others during 2020 Covid time.
Spring and Summer of 2020 have been rather
'interesting' so far with most of it being in lockdown
due to Covid. All our usual lessons and activities
have been put on hold. My son has learnt to swim
at the newly built Northfield Leisure Centre but
has had to put this on hold for now. Lots of
'Community' has happened instead and this I hope
will be the real lesson and legacy of this pandemic.
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Look to the past to
improve the future.
Compare healthcare in
the 22nd century with
the NHS care of the
21st century.

Stitched by Jo.
Inspired by the sunshine of hope and
the dark days of Covid-19 months of
2020.

Stitched by Hilda.
Inspired by spending hours in our
garden watching this robin and his
family in a ﬁr tree by our pond during
lockdown. I found it a great comfort in
such a dark time for everyone.

Stitched by Catherine.
Inspired by green spaces.

Stitched by Marilyn.
Inspired by my grandson's school. He
attends St Laurence School.

Stitched by Jo.
Inspired by the monotony of lockdown.
Put one foot in front of the other.
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Stitched by Ann.
Inspired by its trees.

Stitched by Kate.
Inspired by playing football for the
school team on pitches in Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Rachel.
Inspired by the bottom panel of one of the
stained glass windows in St Laurence
Church.

Stitched by Kathyrn.
Inspired by #BlackLivesMatter. We have
a chance to start truly loving all our
neighbours. I pray that we take it now!

Stitched by Zöe.
Inspired by three life events of mine at
St Laurence Church - christening,
conﬁrmation and wedding.
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Stitched by Pauline.
Inspired by a
stained glass
window. My Great
Great Grandfather
helped with the
stained glass. He
worked for
Hardmans. I was
always told he
was at St Laurence
Church.

Stitched by Sue.
Inspired by
the many years I
took my children to
see Father
Christmas in the
shopping centre in
Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Angela.
Inspired by
how my mum says I
am an angel. Two
angels together.

Stitched by Rona.
Inspired by Ley Hill
Park where I have
spent a lot of time
through lockdown
and after.

I am 74 years old as I write this and I have a
husband and 2 daughters, 2 grand daughters and 1
great grandchild. I love Northfield and St
Laurence is my second home and God willing, I'll be
resting there on my death.
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Stitched by Chris.
Inspired by
the glorious
stained glass
windows of St
Laurence Church.

Stitched by Daa.
Inspired by Manor
Farm Park. It holds
fond memories for
me from my
childhood days;
picnics, paddling in
the stream and
ﬁshing for tadpoles
on the lake.

Stitched by Irene.
Inspired by the
Horse Chestnut leaf
representing
memories of my
conker collecting
with my children to
and from schools
annually on
Middlemore Road.

Stitched by
Nicolette.
Inspired by the
Great Stone
boulder which was
removed to The
Pound in 1954.

Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly. I hope
you are taking better care of the world and
each other than we do now. We are here for
such a short time, try to leave a light
footprint, but one that others will relish
treading in. Enjoy the walk!
11

You might read bad things
about Northfield but the
people here are the salt
of the earth. They love,
laugh and look after their
neighbours. You don't
need riches to make a
community.
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Stitched by Lorraine.
Inspired by diﬀerent types of stitching.

Stitched by Ethan.
Inspired by a hot drink and a biscuit.

Stitched by Helen.
Inspired by love. Love is all you need.

Stitched by Zöe.
Inspired by the pattern on the arch bricks.

Stitched by Megan.
Inspired by my front garden - there are a
few lavender bushes and the bees love
them.

Stitched by Zach.
Inspired by the many foxes in Northﬁeld.

13

Stitched by Claire.
Inspired by the B.I.D, Business
Improvement District. I love that Northﬁeld
businesses come together to make
Northﬁeld great.

Stitched by Jo.
Inspired by St Laurence School which my
children attended between 2000-2009.
My father attended between 1943-1954.

Stitched by Karen.
Inspired by my love of tea and the many
tea shops in Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Fiona.
Inspired by a Cadbury Dairy Milk
bar.

Stitched by Irene.
Inspired by the River Rea.

Stitched by Jenny.
Inspired by my initials.

Stitched by Carole.
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Stitched by Jo.
Inspired by "the Austin" in Longbridge. My
parental grandfather worked in the
joinery department.

Stitched by Jayne.
Inspired by St Laurence Church and
schools which have been in my life for 50
years.

Stitched by Sarah.
Inspired by a warm welcome. There's a
warm welcome where ever you go.

Stitched by Joaura.
Inspired by all the wonderful greens of the
YMCA building.

Stitched by Teagan.
Inspired by how much I like ﬁsh and chips.

Stitched by Wendy.

Stitched by Margund.
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DEAR FUTURE
RESIDENT
Look back on 2020 the
year of Covid-19. The once
busy centre of Northfield
closed down due to the
lockdown in an attempt to
rid us of this awful
pandemic. We are slowly
recovering. No cars, closed
schools. Research the
positives and negatives of
families all at home for
four months.

We have many
historic
facilities in
It takes many hands to
Northfield.
build a foundation and
Visit and use
many more to make it grow. them to get the
Treasure your history and
best from the
freedom and keep on
area.
building a community.
I hope more is done to help the Disabled and
elderly. I hope all churches work together to
help the above. A visiting service would save
a lot of people feeling lonely.

Enjoy all that Northfield has to offer; a
vibrant town that has captured many
memories. Northfield has a wealth of
history from its car industry Rover and its
heritage - nail makers and historic homes
and culture.

I hope you like my attempt to
stitch some trees and that
you have been able to see
them in their natural
environment. The chopping
of trees is continuing at an
alarming rate.

I hope the Horse Chestnut trees along Middlemore Road are still there for
the conkers to provide fun for your children as they did mine.
16

I have lived in Northfield for 46 years now, so I must like it! It is
special because it is part of a big city and also close to the
countryside. The people are from multi-ethnic backgrounds, they
are fun and always friendly. I have a green garden that I share with
squirrels, hedgehogs, foxes, badgers and many birds. It's lovely that
we still have the original part of the country village from over 100
years ago. You might say that we have the best of all worlds!
I hope you are taking better care of
Northfield and its people than we did.
Are you learning about the
extraordinary events of 2020? I
wonder what your world is like. How is
it different from mine?

It's been nice living in
Northfield because of
all the parks. Bye.

Look after the environment. Pick up
your litter and try not to use a car.
Don't sweat the small stuff!

In the year 2020 the world stopped because
of a pandemic Covid-19. Here in Northfield
the streets became empty and shops closed.
People came out to clap for the NHS.

I hope some of the old Northfield
remains to tell you about how
people lived before you.

Welcome to Northfield, part of
the great city of Birmingham.

Northfield in many ways has the best of both
worlds, being within easy reach of Birmingham city
centre with all its shops, restaurants, cultural life
etc. and also close to the countryside such as the
Lickeys and Clent Hills.
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Enjoy our parks and
beautiful open spaces.
We have so much
wildlife around us. Hope
they are still here in
2120!

Stitched by Tina.
Inspired by Huin's
clock tower.
.

Stitched by Jayne.

A stitcher from
Fairway Day Centre.

Stitched by Julie.
Inspired by love
and church.

Stitched by Barry.
Inspired by modern
art.

Stitched by Gurdial.
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Stitched by
Cheryl.
Inspired by my
grey tattoo.

Stitched by Barbara.
Inspired by
St Laurence
Church, Northﬁeld

Stitched by Valerie.
Inspired by
St Laurence
Church's candles. I
light candles in
remembrance of
loved ones on
anniversary days.

Stitched by Cheryl.
Inspired by how
important the view
from windows
became during
lockdown from
Coronavirus.

Stitched by Cheryl.
Inspired by my love
of horses.

Stitched by Emily.
Inspired by
the wildlife in our
area. We have
enjoyed watching
the bees on the
lovely scented
lavender when
taking a walk.

There is always history on every doorstep.
Keep your eyes peeled for local heritage
and engage with the past to help inform
our future. Much love.
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Stitched by Valerie.
Inspired by the nail makers' cottages. My
great great Grandfather was a nailer in
Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Cath.
Inspired by the Scouts as they have
been such a big part of my family's lives.

Stitched by Teresa.
Inspired by memories of my mom and
dad who are laid to rest at St Laurence
Church.

Stitched by Bethan.
Inspired by forest and green spaces.

Stitched by Hannah.
Inspired by the magic of Manor Farm
Park. The unicorn's name is
Featherlight-Moonbeam-TwilightTwinkle.
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It's been a momentous few
months across Northfield,
Birmingham and the wider
world! The Coronavirus
pandemic has been a historic
time like no others, with lots of
worry and sadness but also a
fantastic sense of community
where people came together
to support each other more
than ever before!
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Stitched by Sue.
Inspired by our house.

Stitched by Christine.
Inspired by the oldest area of Northﬁeld
and my personal favourite part, Church
Road down to Northﬁeld Co-Op.

Stitched by Keith.

Stitched by Gurdial.

Stitched by Joy.
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Stitched by Janice.
Inspired by a rainbow of love for
Northﬁeld and the rest of the world.

Stitched by Toni
Inspired by a bright sunﬂower to capture
summer and bring some sunshine to 2020.

Stitched by Mehrtash.
Inspired by love.

Stitched by Jill.
Inspired by the joy of singing.

Stitched by Gurdial.
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DEAR FUTURE
RESIDENT
Things will have changed in
100 years from now, as
they have changed in the
last 100 years. I wonder
what will change! In 1958
when I came to Northfield
it was a busy thriving
village with lots of shops
selling different things.
Now in 2020 it is run down,
many shops have closed or
become charity shops. I
hope children are taught
about the change.

Happy Days.

I was born in Northfield and spent most of my
life there. It was a very small village but over
the years expanded, sadly loosing some of the
community feeling. I think children of the
future should be made aware of just how
much history does actually exist in Northfield.
I worship at St Laurence Church, just like
many local people have done for almost a
thousand years. I love the beautiful Victorian
windows in the church. They tell of the life of
Jesus and are just as colourful, especially
when the sun shines through them.

Make the most of the Kings Norton Nature
Reserve and the wildlife around the River
Rea. Be kind to one another and your
I hope you have had a happy environment.
time in Northfield. We were
always poor when I was a child
but our parents told us how
The brick I created represents Scouting at
important it was to do well at
St Laurence that we are part of. Scouting
school and listen to the
started in 1928 as 1st Northfield, then in
teachers. Through this I now
1947 it became 206th St Laurence. In 1975
have a good job and can
Masvil Scout Group became incorporated
afford nice holidays. Work
in St Laurence. Today there are 120
hard at school and you can be
children and 20 adult leaders.
whatever you want to be.
Most of all be happy and kind.
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Living through the 2020 pandemic has been a challenge. Not being
able to meet up and hug family and friends has been really hard. But
even so people have shown great dedication and commitment. The
people of Northfield have demonstrated great fortitude. We wait to
see how different life will be in the coming months and years.
We are going through a Coronavirus
pandemic which is not very nice. We
used to have the Austin Motor
Company in the area.

Keep smiling. Northfield has kept on
being a place that helps others in
2020, despite the challenges of
Covid-19.

Remember Northfield is a place that many
people, once have settled here, do not want to
leave. It is still The Village to us.

During the summer of 2020,
when we had a pandemic,
the countryside played a
major part in helping people
see nature and really
appreciate it.

Look around you - there is loads of
hidden history in Northfield.
Northfield has a lot of history
- enjoy it - but history is in the
making so be part of it!

Do something today your
future self will thank you for.

Northfield is busy! Northfield is
diverse, eclectic and full of life.

2020 was the year our home became our
sanctuary and safe space. Our house transformed
itself into a school, office, IT hotspot, ballroom,
yoga den, ballet studio, cinema, spa, curry house,
gym, bakery, hospital, quiz venue, hairdressers,
sewing room, afternoon tea house, but above all it
kept us safe from Coronavirus.
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May the Northfield
community value its
history as part of the
dynamic and developing
city of Birmingham.

Stitched by Nicolette.
Inspired by The Pound when it housed
any strays from the ﬁelds of farmers.
This was when Northﬁeld was a
Worcestershire village. Legend has it
that sometimes unemployed men sat in
there to try and get a job oﬀer.
Stitched by Rita.
Inspired by my four grandchildren and
their interests.

Stitched by Margaret.
Inspired by the cottages, a very old part
of Northﬁeld. I just about remember
them.

Stitched by Jeanette.
Inspired by the farms of Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Celine.
Inspired by a dove of peace holding an
olive branch.
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Stitched by Karen.
Inspired by Clare Blackshaw, a very visible
member of the community who was
always seen zipping around with her
shopping trolley. Volunteer, knitter of
teddies, cat lover (Sophie), Chorister. R.I.P
Clare - my mentor.
Stitched by Lindsey.
Inspired by the quieter roads during
lockdown. We took advantage to explore
the local area on our bikes, exploring
places we wouldn't normally go.

Stitched by Sheila.
Inspired by the cottages fondly
remembered.

Stitched by Janice.
Inspired by my maternal family grave in
St Laurence Church yard and also my
elder brother Brian who died aged 6
weeks and is buried in an unmarked
grave.

Stitched by Deborah.
Inspired by Frankley Beeches.
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Stitched by Linda.
Inspired by my
love for my
church, St
Laurence.

Stitched by Sophie.
Inspired by the
damsel ﬂy that
visited my garden
and of some of the
plants that were
growing here when
I moved to the area.

Stitched by Lauren.
Inspired by the
many churches of
Northﬁeld.
Churches are a
calm place with
beautiful stained
glass windows.

I hope you still find a busy thriving town.
I have lived in the area all my life and as
an avid walker, love to walk the green
spaces in and around Northfield e.g.
Rea Valley, Manor Park, Victoria
Common and Ley Hill Park which all lead
to parks in surrounding areas. I like to
call in at the Great Stone public house
which I have frequented since my teens.
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Stitched by Lynda.
Inspired by my
son's
apprenticeship at
MG Rover. He was
in his ﬁnal year
when it collapsed.
He was lucky to be
taken on by another
ﬁrm to allow
completion of his
apprenticeship!
Many family
members worked
there, the change in
the area on the
original factory site
is unbelievable and
unrecognisable as
to how it was.

Stitched by Jenny.
Inspired by the
harvest of the earth.
A church on a
hillside in summer
with crops growing
in the ﬁelds.

Stitched by
Gerardine.
Inspired by the bells
at St Laurence
Church. I'm one of
the handbell ringing
team and we have
huge fun practising
every week.

Stitched by
Gerardine.
Inspired by
teaching myself (at
last!) to knit socks
during lockdown. I
am very proud of
the two pairs I have
made so far.

I moved to Northfield after
marrying a 'Northfield Girl'.
Daughter and grandchildren born
and bred Northfield, all attending St
Laurence School and would hope
that the important history of
Northfield would continue to be
taught in schools.
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Stitched by Anne.

Stitched by Carol.
Inspired by the
modern stained
glass Swedish
window at Coventry
Cathedral - called
the 'Symbol of
Christ'.

DEAR FUTURE
RESIDENT
Enjoy all that Northfield
has to offer; a vibrant town
that has captured many
memories. Northfield has a
wealth of history from its
car industry Rover and its
heritage - nail makers and
historic homes and
culture.

Please maintain our green
spaces including Manor
Park, Victoria Common and
the River Rea. Make the
most of the open spaces we
have despite being in a city.
I hope the children learn
about how the community
pulled together during the
pandemic and learn about
their forefathers' lost
industry like the Longbridge
car industry.

During 2020 the Covid-19 crisis helped
communities to collaborate. On Hole
Lane we used a WhatsApp group to
support one another. We used Facebook
too. I hope we will keep a community
spirit of cooperation.

Please take care
of your local park.
There are loads of
lovely green spaces
in Northfield,
make the most of
them!

Remember the
very old history;
the start of
Northfield, the
love of land and
trees and flowers,
the warmth of
most of the
people helping
each other.

Nigel Avenue and Pamela
Road were named after the
children of the person who
built those roads.

In Spring 2020, a worldwide pandemic - Covid-19 - made Northfield, as well
as everywhere else go into 'Lockdown'. Schools were closed and churches
too. Everyone relied on technology to stay in touch. There was a weekly
clap for carers to show appreciation for key workers.
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I've lived in Northfield all my life. I was born in 1964. There are
hundreds of communities here, through churches, Scouts, Girls and
Boys Brigade, choirs, interest groups, sports teams, toddler groups,
groups for senior citizens. During the 2020 global pandemic yet more
communities sprang up virtually on social media to help each other
out. I hope it is as friendly and welcoming in 2120.
In 100 years the people of Northfield are
happy and well and the children are told
Northfield was a small village in
Worcestershire at one time in history.

I have lived here for 50 years and I
love the area, the people and its
history. Please respect this area and
take care of the people around you.
In a world where you can be
anything, be kind.

In this year 2020 Covid-19 has devastated the world, but the kindness of strangers
and neighbours have been the backbone of this country. Also all the people who
have kept the shops, NHS, open. Please be kind to all.
History will tell you 2020 was the year of the
Covid-19 pandemic. It was quite a scary time, but
also a time of people helping each other and
generally being kind. The hardest part for me was
not being able to see my family very often because
we did not live very close together, and giving my
grandchildren a cuddle.

Enjoy Northfield. Look
after the land and be
kind to each other.
Learn about how the
land and style of
buildings have changed.

Do value your local history for it tells some of the story of your ancestors and
your background. For instance, St Laurence Church is not just a building but
witness to 1000 years of people following and worshipping Jesus Christ and
loving their neighbour in practical ways. Northfield is always changing, and
what we do "makes change" for better or worse!
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Stitched by Kathy.
Inspired by my husband's part in scouting
in Northﬁeld, St Laurence.

Stitched by Janet, Sharon and Tracey.
Inspired by God's love for the world and
people loving each other.

Stitched by Carla.

A stitcher at Fairway Day Centre.

Stitched by Caroline.
Inspired by the pride I feel to have worked
at St Laurence Infant School and served
the Northﬁeld community.

Stitched by Liz.
Inspired by the written Greek word which
means ﬁsh but stands for Jesus Christ,
son of God, Saviour.

Stitched by Joaura.
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Stitched by Catherine.

Stitched by Rita.
Inspired by my house.

Stitched by Mary.
Inspired by home. Northﬁeld means a hot
cup of tea and being home. It is love.

A stitcher at Fairway Day Centre.

Stitched by Margund.

Stitched by Jane.
Inspired by a message that was simple and
universal and was felt by the people that
built the Norman arch and the people that
see it today too - simply LOVE.

Stitched by Sue.
Inspired by Northﬁeld Methodist Church
where I attended from a young child, got
married, my children were christened and
my daughter got married.

A stitcher at Fairway Day Centre.

Stitched by BE.
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Stitched by Fran.
Inspired by
happy times my
children spent at
St Laurence Infant
and Junior Schools.

Stitched by Nina.
Inspired by the
lychgate at St
Laurence Church.

Stitched by Jennie.
Inspired by the time
I was snowy owl in
St Laurence
Brownies,
1990-1993.

Northfield has a fabulous heritage and
so many interesting places to visit. I
hope that these remain looked after in
the future. Please enjoy your time in
Northfield and join in as part of our
amazing community. Northfield, a
great place to live in 2020 and beyond.
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Stitched by Karen.
Inspired by
a bright blooming
ﬂower on a bed of
grasses and a
butterﬂy. There are
many parks and
green lands around
Northﬁeld and I live
along the River Rea
and during
lockdown, walking
around parks and
the river have
highlighted all of
Northﬁeld's natural
beauty.

You are privileged to live in Northfield. We have lots
of history, so check your history books. Especially
find out where the River Rea starts and then follow
its exciting journey into other rivers, and where
else? Maybe the sea? Look out for the wild garlic
that grows in abundance all along the path of the
River Rea, it smells amazing.

Stitched by Eli.

Stitched by Cath.
Inspired by
Churches Together
in Northﬁeld to
represent just one
of hundreds of
great communities
here in Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Sue
and Wendy.
Inspired by
Hollymoor Water
Tower.
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Stitched by Megan.

You are so lucky to be
living in a place with so
much history. Get out and
about, explore it, learn
about the amazing people
who have lived here
before you.
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I hope you're well. Here in
2020 things feel bad at
times. There are a lot of
people trying to protect the
Earth for the future.
Unfortunately we are living
within old systems that
prioritise short-term gains.
We'll keep trying. I hope we
succeed.

This project helped us
through the Covid-19
pandemic. When
children finished school
on 20/3/20 we worked
from home and there
was a shortage of toilet
paper and pasta! We
were lucky. We made it,
others didn't. The motto
was 'Stay Home. Stay
Safe. Save the NHS.'

Be kind to people and enjoy your life. 2020 has
been a very difficult year for a lot of people,
but communities have come together. This
should be a year to remember and those who
have lost their lives never forgotten.

Today the residents of Northfield are living in a
time of great inequality. Rich, white males rule
whilst everyone else suffers. If it is the same for
you then fight against it with everything you
have.
Northfield is an amazing place. There will
always be negatives and those quick to criticise.
I hope that you are happy and well and know
that Northfield is rich in history - the future is
exciting.

Walk, walk and look! Take time to notice what
you see. Old Northfield is both precious and
ancient. Take special care of it, as past
generations have so often tried to do, despite
opposition (in the name of so-called "progress").

Northfield has an amazing history. Well worth preserving and looking after.
Northfield today is much changed in that it is modernised and multicultural,
but the hidden gems, such as St Laurence Church, are still there to remind us
of our heritage.
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Stitched by Pat.
Inspired by our home. We have lived,
laughed and loved here for over 35 years.
I do hanging baskets every year and I've
put them in.

Stitched by Chris.
Inspired by the date inscribed in bricks of
a cottage on Church Hill.

Stitched by Deb.
Inspired by parts of St Laurence Church
that I ﬁnd interesting - I always notice the
clock when I walk past, and the fabulous
Norman doorway. The circular stonework
I ﬁnd fascinating.

Stitched by Sam.
Inspired by the cross of St Brigid which is
the Catholic Parish for Northﬁeld.

Stitched by Margaret.
Stitched by Heather.
Inspired by old Northﬁeld swimming baths.

Stitched by Jack.
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Stitched by Steve.
Inspired by the cross for St Laurence
Church, a signiﬁcant part of our life in
Northﬁeld. SLC also my initials!

Stitched by Lizzie.
Inspired by the view of Northﬁeld from
the Lickeys, a great walk with the kids.

Stitched by Munashe.

Stitched by Eva.

Stitched by Emily.
Inspired by the wildlife in our area. We
have foxes who live across the road from
our house under the oak tree.

Stitched by Elaine.
Inspired by the windows in St Laurence
Church

Stitched by Patricia.

Stitched by Gregg.
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Stitched by Liz.
Inspired by the wildlife in our parks and
open spaces. I've included my two
favourite trees, the Horse Chestnut and the
Paulownias tree in West Heath Road.

Stitched by Liz.
Inspired by Brownie and Guide camps with
tents, craft, campﬁre and music. I was a
Brownie and Guide with 270th St Laurence
(YMCA) group.

Stitched by Janice.

Stitched by Samantha.
Inspired by St Brigid's Church Northﬁeld
where I got married on 22nd December
1999.

Stitched by Naomi and Elizabeth.
Inspired by the diﬀerent textures on the
bricks at the church.

Stitched by Marion.
Inspired by The Beeches. They are a focal
point, seen all over Northﬁeld.
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Stitched by Jayne.
Inspired by the three houses where I
have lived in Northﬁeld and the ﬂowers
from my mom's and my gardens.

Stitched by Jeanette.
For my father who lost his
life to cancer of the brain.

Stitched by Margaret.
Inspired by St Bartholomew's Church. I
wanted people to see the building as it
was before the ﬁre.

Stitched by Tina.

Stitched by Emily.
Inspired by the time we spent in Manor
Farm Park during lockdown. My children
call part of the park the 'Dinosaur Wood',
so that is what I decided to stitch on my
tapestry.
A stitcher at Fairway Day Centre
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DEAR FUTURE
RESIDENT
Hopefully Northfield's many
green spaces have been
retained for 2120. Protection
of the environment and ecosystem is an important issue for
my generation. I hope that we
have taken action urgently
enough for you to inherit a
healthy environment with
abundant wildlife and clean air.
Study responsible use of the
world's resources by everyone.

I hope you will
help the park
be litter free.
From Hannah
aged 8 years, 3
months.

Take some time to
explore all the
beautiful green spaces
Good things can
nearby. There are so
come out of very
many and they are
difficult situations
beautiful.
if we join together.

Northfield has grown from a small farming
settlement in Saxon/Norman times, a long
way out of Birmingham. Now, almost 1000
years later it is a suburb of Birmingham,
'Britain's second city'!!

I live in a house built in 1902 in B31.
I have recently converted it from
two flats into one house, trying to
Family life in Northfield is good.
Married at St Laurence Church and maintain its beautiful original
both children baptised there also. history. SLS was a brilliant school
for my two children who have gone
Jack and Eva attend St Laurence
School and would hope that in the on to uni and into completely
different but fulfilling careers. My
future the school would teach
daughter and I have enjoyed
children about the important
Victoria Common Park daily for the
history of Northfield.
last 13 years.
I like school and hope you are well. From William aged 6 years
and 4 months.
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I hope you enjoy living in Northfield. St Laurence Church is ancient as you
know. I attend the 10am service every Sunday. My children and my
grandchildren attended St Laurence Infant and Junior Schools. I have lived in
the same house with my family for 41 years (now only my husband and I) and
have been very happy living here.
In 2020 there was a Coronavirus so we had to have a lockdown
which meant we had to stay inside and not see our friends.
Please treasure our old buildings and don't allow any more to be knocked down.
Learn about the hard lives the nail maker and their families had in 1800 and
how people in 2020 lived with Covid. Always be kind to each other.
Northfield is a big area with lots
of parks. Go visit Manor Park. It
used to be a farm, but now has
a lake with lots of fish. A heron
lives there, as do owls and
woodpeckers. There is an old
bike which is now part of a tree.
I go every day with my dog and
every day I meet new people
and see new things. It makes me
happy.

Good things can come out of
very difficult situations if we
join together.

So much has happened in Northfield
over the years! There was a huge car
industry, firstly called The Austin
Works, formed in 1905, later called MG
Rover and the factory moved to
Longbridge. Both of my boys worked
there until it went into liquidation in
2015. The area where the factory was
is now housing, shops and restaurants
(as at 2020!). Who knows what will
happen in another 100 years!
Northfield is currently a thriving area.
I hope it continues to thrive after the
2020 pandemic we find ourselves in
the midst of!!!
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Stitched by Wendy.
Inspired by MAYC the Methodist
Association of
Youth Clubs where my parents
met 60 years ago.

Stitched by
Margaret.
Inspired by
St Laurence Church
choir and in
memory of Clare
who named our
choir "Close
Harmony" R.I.P

Stitched by Liz.
Inspired by
the Norman arch,
the oldest piece of
architecture in
Birmingham, at St
Laurence Church.

Stitched by Jen.
Inspired by my
father and his
three siblings who
grew up in
Northﬁeld. A
ﬂower for each.

Enjoy living in a place of history. A
suburban gem. Turn left for the city
bustle of Birmingham. Turn right for the
countryside calm of the Lickey Hills.
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Stitched by Gurdial.

Stitched by Jennifer.

Stitched by Suze.
Inspired by nature. In
uncertain time every
summer there will
always be daisies.
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Stitched by Pat.
Inspired by the
arch.

Stitched by Sheila.
Inspired by St
Laurence Church
Bell Tower.

Stitched by Tricia.
Inspired by an
attractive view of
the churchyard.

Stitched by Gurdial.

Stitched by Wendy.
Inspired by the three sets of robins we
have had nesting in our garden this year.

Stitched by Lizzie.
Inspired by the Great Stone, how old
Northﬁeld is, and its history.

Stitched by Lauren.
Inspired by my three families as I was
growing up - good inﬂuences made me
what I am today,

Stitched by Leah.
With all the negativity in the world,
whatever life throws at you, try to be
positive.

Stitched by Lisa.
Inspired by the ﬂowers my mother puts
around the ﬁre place at Christmas time.

Stitched by Zori.
Inspired by a bunny.

Stitched by Suze.

Stitched by Karen.
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Stitched by Emma.
Inspired by the windows in St Laurence
Church

Stitched by Margaret.
Inspired by the River Rea which ﬂooded
my house in Station Road ﬁve times!

Stitched by Anita.
Inspired by the bricks in my house which
was built in Edwardian times, using lovely
brick work.

Stitched by Christine.
Inspired by the oldest area of Northﬁeld
and my personal favourite part, Church
Road down to Northﬁeld Co-Op.

Stitched by Patricia.
Inspired by my house as a teenager and
the schools I attended.

Stitched by Tina.
Inspired by The Black Horse pub.

Stitched by Anne.

Stitched by Lorraine.
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DEAR FUTURE
RESIDENT
Frankley Beeches are a
prominent landmark in
Northfield. On a clear day
you can see as far as the
Berwyn Ranges 40 miles
away. They are a legacy of
the Cadbury family. Now
cared for by the National
Trust with a view to
preserving the relentless
pressure of urbanisation.

Northfield has
more history
than you think!
Not only the
church and
nail making,
but the
Suffragettes,
arts and crafts
listed pub and
the lovely old
art deco
swimming pool.

I was 18 when I moved to
Northfield with my parents. 40
years and hours later I am
still here. I first remember
visiting Northfield as a child,
generally the swimming baths,
and travelling on the bus up
the Bristol Road from Selly
Oak. Northfield has a very
working class history and
many factory workers, and
Northfield might not have the best reputation
sadly at this time deprived
areas with children living in in Birmingham but to me it is a warm cup of
tea. Always there when needed. 2020 has been
poor circumstances.
a remarkable year and it has probably
changed everything forever. Remember, a
fresh start is always there, like a cuppa.
I enjoy all the green spaces - Victoria Common, lots of other parks, walks and
the nature that is on our doorstep.

Remember the good times of people sticking together in bad times. There is a
lot of good but only sometimes good acts are heard about. I hope the green
spaces can be kept and there are still lots of trees. Don't forget the history.
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Northfield has been experiencing a very
strange 2020 as the world battles a virulent
virus. The arch of St Laurence Church has
stood for 850 years and has witnessed a history
of turbulent times. I hope that you can still go
and see this magnificent piece of architecture.
It serves as a reminder of past, present and
future.

Thank you to everyone who has stitched a piece of
themselves into the artwork and shared their lives in the
community history archive of 2020.
History is what we make it.

162 stitchers. 190 unique stitched bricks.
1 big community tapestry.
This publication is a record of all the tapestry bricks stitched for the
Home is Where the Arch is! project and a community history archive
for Northﬁeld, Birmingham 2020.

Produced by Woolly Mammoth Stitch Works CIC.

